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intellectuals think with a Western mind. Instead
of examining the modern thought in the light of
the Qur'an and the Sunnah, they examine the
Qur'an and the Sunnah in the light of modern
thought. And when they find something in the
Qur'an or the Sunnah which is not compatible
with the modern thought, they resort to calling it
ametaphor.

The ruling is not shameful; it is the attitude of
our so-called intellectuals who want to amend
the word of Allah that is shametul. The modern
Western concept of human rights is far from
being compatible with Islam. Islam has its own
concept of human rights. It affirms thata man is
in charge of the institution of the family. Itis his
responsibility to earn and provide sustenance 1o
his wives and children. The wife does not have
any such responsibility. She has been ordered by
Allah to obey her husband, aslong as he doesnot
order anything against Allah's commands. Islam
pives a lot of importance to strengthening the
bond of a family. as it is the basic unit of a
society, and it is an established fact that no
institution can run successfully without unity of
command. As the head of the family, Islam
allows a husband or a father to take disciplinary
action against his wife and children, which
includes beating them lightly. and that too. as a
last resort, as is clear from the ayah stated earlier
and as stated by the Prophet £ in his famous
sermon of Hajj-atul-Wida ™
“Fear Allah regarding women. as you
have taken them by Allah's trust and have
been allowed to have sexual relationship
withthem by Allah's word. Yourright over
them is that they do not allow anyone you
do not like in your home, and if they do so.
(vou may) beat them. but not severely.
And their right over you is that you
provide food and clothing to them.”

The Qur'anic ayah and the Prophetic Hadith
make it absolutely clear that in extreme cases, a
man is allowed to beat his wife and that too in a
manner that it does not seriously hurt her.

There is no doubt that Islam came as a liberator
of women, but the modern concept of the liberty
of women is another form of their enslavement,

which Islam came to abolish. Today, the term
'‘wornen rights’ means forcing women to leave
their homes to earn. whereas Islam liberated
them from all such burdens and placed the
responsibility of their sustenance on the
shoulders of their husbands. It liberated them
from being objects of sexual gratification. to
being mothers under whose feet the Paradise
lies. and wives who are home-makers and live in
the security of their homes instead of going out
and being 'servants’ to someone. But liberating
wonien does not mean liberating them from all
sorts of responsibilities. Islam makes it
obligatory on a wife to obey her husband and if
she persistently ignores this responsibility of
hers, Islam allows her husband to take
disciplinary action.

We ask Allah (SWT) to guide us all to the
straight path, keep us steadfast on it. make us
true believers in His Book and the Sunnah of
His Messenger (SAW), and bless us with His
mercy and favour in this life as well as in the
eternal life.
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ALLAH'S WORD --- SHAMEFUL?

This is in response to the editorial “Shameful
Ruling” published in “The Daily Times” on
October 21, 2010. The writer has declared the
ruling of the Federal Supreme Court in the UAE
regarding allowing a husband or a father to beat
his wife or children to be shameful and
appalling, and feels that it will bring a bad name
and image to the UAE. First of all, let's take a
look at the Qur’anic ayah that the writer has
referred to and does not want to take literally. It
1sayah 34 of Surah An-Nisa:
“Men are in-charge (protectors and
sustainers} of women, because Allah has
given precedence to one of them over the
other, and because they spend out of their
wealth (as Mahr and to support their
wonien). So, the righteous women are those
who are devoutly obedient, and guard in
(the husband's) absence, what Allah would
have them guard (i.e. their chastity and their
husbands' property). As for those women on
whose part you fear disobedience and ill-
conduct, admonish them (first), (next)
refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat
them. But if they obey you, do not seek
against them means (of annoyance). Surely,
Allahis Most High, Most Great.”

The learned writer has taught us a new rule for
understanding the Qur’an by asserting that many
verses of the Qur’an exist to serve as metaphors
and are mot to be understood literally. The
Muslim scholars over the last fourteen centuries
have been unaware of this rule and have been
taking the literal meaning of ayahs such as the
one referred to above. What would be the

meaning of the ayah if it is taken as a metaphor?
Everyone will be free to derive any meaning
from it. Allah (SWT) has revealed this Book for
the guidance of the whole of humanity till the
end of this world, and the Book is certainly not in
metaphoric language; it calls itself as being
Mubeen 1e. clear. It does contain some
metaphors, but they too are clear in meaning,
Furthermore, the writer has asserted that when
one encounters contestable issues, it is wise to
consider the true message of Islam (instead of
taking the literal meaning of ayahs). What does
he mean by contestable issues? Does he mean
the issues that are not compatible with the
modern Western thought? Is he then going to
contest Allah’s word? Or is he going to call the
whole of the Qur*an a metaphor and suggest that
the final Word of Allah has no significance other
than reciting it for seeking reward in the
Hereafter? The writer has mentioned that the
ruling has sent the sensitivities of most moderate
Muslims reeling. Allah's word is not dependent
on the sensitivities of people; it is final and
nobody has the right to change it. Moreover,
there is no such thing as a 'moderate’ Muslim;
being aMuslim is being conservative. We, under
the influence of modern Western thought, have
taken the term 'conservative' as derogatory. Why
do we have to prove ourselves to be 'moderate’ to
those who are extremists to the limit that they do
not believe in the one who has created them?
When are we going to break the shackles of
Western intellectual dominance and revert to the
wisdom ofthe Qur'an and the Sunnah?

It is our misfortune that our so-called




